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Wellsite Reclamation Program Management

Project Profile

Project Type

Pedology and Reclamation

Project Value
>$300,000 annually

Start and Completion Date
April 2007 to present

Client

International Oil and Gas Company

Market Sector
Upstream Oil and Gas

Challenges

Several historic consultants
managed the program

A large portion of sites are
within native prairie

Very dry climate and
growing season

Highly saline and sodic soils

Poor historical construction and
reclamation techniques used

Solution and Highlights
Brought “delayed” sites to closure

Ensured consistent project
personnel are involved in sites
from start to finish

Minimized disturbance and
remediation costs by identifying
naturally saline or sodic soils in the
immediate area of many wellsites

The client retained Trace Associates Inc. (Trace) to manage a wellsite
reclamation program for an area within southern Alberta. The program
includes over 60 projects (wellsites and access roads) and Trace
services include: reclamation detailed site assessments, Phase 1 and
2 environmental site assessments, soil remediation and reclamation,
and preparing reclamation certificate applications.

Trace acts as the prime consultant, coordinating over 10 construction
contracting companies for utility locating, borehole drilling, and
remediation and reclamation contracting.

This area of Alberta presents many challenges; however the most
significant are the dry climate and soil conditions and the highly saline
and/or sodic soils. Additionally, a large number of sites were
constructed many years ago and the construction details are often not
well documented.  The program involves extensive landowner
consultation.

For more information on this project contact Darrell Haight, P.Ag.,
President at 780.458.7787. The photo below shows recontouring of a
wellsite in southern Alberta.
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